
 Meeting Minutes

September 30, 2005
Members Present

Terry Glenn


Department of Corrections, Richmond
Doug Harris, J.D.

State Health Commissioner Designee, Richmond
Teresa Poole 


Carilion Health System, Roanoke
David Reid, Psy.D.

Comprehensive Health Systems, Fishersville
Jim Rothrock 

Department of Rehabilitative Services, Richmond (ex-officio)

Members Not Present

Richard Bendall Jr., M.D.
Monelison Family Physician, Lynchburg
Gregory Helm, M.D., Ph.D. University of Virginia Medical Center, Charlottesville
Staff

Eleanor Williams 

Department of Rehabilitative Services, Fiscal Analyst
Patti Goodall 
Department of Rehabilitative Services, Brain Injury and Spinal Cord Injury Services 
Presenters: 
Dr. Richard Luck 

Director, Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center

Dr. Fred Capps 
Director of Psychology Services, Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center
Dr. Steven West 
Department of Rehabilitation Counseling, Virginia Commonwealth University
[image: image1]

The Commonwealth Neurotrauma Initiative (CNI) Advisory Board met for a regular quarterly business meeting at the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services, 8004 Franklin Farms Drive, First Floor Conference Room-101, in Richmond, Virginia.  In the absence of a new Board Chair (the previous Chairman’s term expired June 30), DRS Commissioner James Rothrock convened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.    
Public Comment Period


A public comment period was held.  No public comments were offered. 

Approval of June 17, 2005 Minutes

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2005 meeting; the motion passed unanimously.

Approval of September 30, 2005 Agenda


A motion was made to approve the agenda of the September 30 meeting; the motion passed unanimously. 


. 

New Business/Announcements



Presentation on Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center Substance Abuse Survey Grant

Dr. Richard Luck, Director, Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center and Dr. Fred Capps, Director of Psychology Services for Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center provided an update on their CNI-funded grant entitled, “A Rationale for Examining the Need for Specialized Treatment with Coexisting Substance Use and Physical/Cognitive Disabilities at the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center.”  Dr. Steven West of the Department of Rehabilitation Counseling at Virginia Commonwealth University, and a subcontractor on the CNI grant, presented a PowerPoint presentation that summarized findings on available and "best practice" substance abuse treatment for people with brain injury and spinal cord injury.  Dr. West reported on a visit to a residential substance abuse treatment program, REMED, in Pennsylvania.  Dr. West also discussed the preliminary results of a survey sent to DRS Vocational Rehabilitation counselors; state and private substance abuse counselors; and physical medicine doctors regarding their views on the need for and their support of specialized substance abuse treatment centers.  Finally, Dr. West reported that a survey to individuals with brain injury and spinal cord injury was in process (Patti Goodall of DRS Brain Injury & Spinal Cord Injury Services assisted in procuring mailing labels from the Virginia Central Registry for Brain Injury and Spinal Cord Injury, as well as mailing of letters and surveys). 
Presentation on Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority CNI Grant


Michael Scione, Executive Director, was unable to attend the meeting, therefore there was no ATLFA presentation.



Overview of CNI Trust Fund and Board Members’ Roles

Patti Goodall and Commissioner Rothrock used a PowerPoint slide presentation to provide an overview of the history, funding, and operation of the CNI Trust Fund.   The new members were particularly interested in the types of awards funded by the Trust Fund, as well as the funding timelines for the research and the community rehabilitation grant awards.  
Election of New CNI Advisory Board Chair


Commissioner Rothrock suggested that the Board endorse an ad hoc nominating committee consisting of Doug Harris of the Department of Health, Patti Goodall of the Department of Rehabilitative Services, and himself.  The committee will meet to identify and discuss the duties and responsibilities of a board chair in anticipation of an election to be held at the December 9 meeting.
Working Lunch: Presentation on Universal Building Design

During the working lunch, Board members reviewed an interactive CD presentation on Universal Design sponsored by the Virginia Housing Development Authority, the Department of Rehabilitative Services, and the Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority.  Fredericksburg builder Billy Howell, who has completed several accessible residential projects, introduces the CD and discusses how accessible design is good for people who able-bodied as well as for people with disabilities.  Further, it can be done affordably and makes good business sense.  As the population ages, it is becoming more relevant to consider accessible options when designing and building residences such as homes and apartment buildings.  A unique aspect of the CD is that the viewer can click on a “blueprint” and will learn about the accessibility of particular room in a typical home or apartment, e.g., the kitchen or bathroom.  In even more detail, the viewer can then click on a kitchen sink or a bathroom tub and will be taken to a list of Virginia suppliers that sell the product.  The CD can be viewed at http://www.accessva.org/universal_design.asp.  Copies are available upon request from the Virginia Housing Development Authority.  
Financial Report
Eleanor Williams, CNI Fiscal Analyst, provided an extensive overview of the CNI Trust Fund finances.  Since inception in 1998 through June 16, 2005, the Trust Fund has awarded $9,622,096.20 in grant awards, plus has spent $222,365.57 on administration for FY ’03,‘04, ’05, ‘06.  The fund is currently over-obligated by $778,604.  The Trust Fund is currently receiving about $110,138/month.  It is projected the fund will begin to see an available balance by the middle of March 2006.  At that time, the Trust Fund will have about $72 cash balance (funds that are not obligated in grant funding).  
Old Business

Release Date for Request For Proposals (RFP)

Given the fiscal report from Eleanor Williams, it was stated that the Board could issue a Request For Proposals (RFP) in January / February 2006, with a deadline of March / April 2006.  Grant funding could be awarded beginning July 1, to coincide with the state fiscal year.  If the Board follows the current funding cycles, the next RFP would request applications for funding of community rehabilitation services grants (the last RFP cycle funded research proposals).  However, the Board has the discretion to issue RFPs as it deems appropriate, both fiscally and programmatically.  Patti Goodall stated that if the Board chooses to issue RFPs for both research and community based services grants, the grant process would require two distinct review panels (one for research and one for community rehabilitation services).  The Board discussed that if an RFP is issued for both research and community based services grants, the number of grants funded under each category could be decreased, depending upon how the Board approached the approval of funding (would research grants be competing against community rehabilitation services grants for available funds?  Or would the Board designate that half of the available funding be awarded in each category?).  The Board must assure that, overall, 47.5% of funds are allocated to grants in each category, per Code of Virginia.  Further discussion will continue at next Board meeting.


Patti Goodall stated that she would request input from both the Virginia Brain Injury Council and the Virginia Alliance of Brain Injury Services Providers at their October 28th meeting, asking for their input on suggested focus areas for the CNI Board.
Next Board Meeting


The next CNI Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 9, 2005 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at DRS Central Office.  The major focus of the meeting will be election of a Board chairman, and continued discussion of whether to issue general or targeted RFPs, or a combination of both.
Commissioner Jim Rothrock adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m. 
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